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You have done everything you can to prevent a business disaster. You 
l ock ed up at night,  k ept val uabl es out of  sight and secured,  and f ol l ow ed 
the f ire code to the l etter.  T hen,  you com e to w ork  one day to f ind brok en 
w indow s,  your of f ice in disarray,  com puters gone,  and val uabl e records 
m issing;  or you receive a cal l  in the m iddl e of  the night to tel l  you your 
business is on f ire.  A f ter the sm ok e has cl eared you discover that w hat 
w asn’ t consum ed by f ire w as dam aged by w ater.  
 
Your bottom  l ine is instantl y af f ected,  w hether you real iz e it or not. 
I nsurance m ay pay f or the direct dam ages,  but how  do you get back  the 
custom er w ho goes som ew here el se f or products or services;   repl ace the 
val uabl e records that w ere stol en,  dam aged or destroyed;  or restore the 
conf idence of  your cl ients w hose private inf orm ation is now  in the hands of  

thieves?   W hether f rom  burgl ary,  vandal ism ,  f ire,  w ater,  or som e other dam aging f orce,  it’ s j ust as bad f or 
your business as if  you had gone through a m aj or disaster.  F rom  our ex perience w ith disasters w e k now  
that if  a sm al l  or m edium  siz ed business is unabl e to reopen w ithin tw o w eek s,  there is an 8 0 %  chance that 
business w il l  never open its doors again.  
 
I f  you haven’ t pl anned ahead,  your business w il l  al m ost certainl y suf f er. S o how  do you recover f rom  a 
serious business interruption and m inim iz e your potential  l osses?  T he f irst step is to create a B usiness 
C ontinuity P l an. A n ex cel l ent publ ication,  “ O pen f or B usiness:  A  D isaster P l anning T ool k it f or the S m al l  to 
M id-S iz ed B usiness O w ner” ,  is avail abl e onl ine f rom  the I nstitute f or B usiness and H om e S af ety at w w w .
ibhs.org.  

Upcoming B u s ine s s  C ont inu it y  W or k s h op! 
 

F or those w ho w oul d appreciate m ore guidance and personal iz ed assistance in devel oping a business 
continuity pl an,  a one-day B usiness C ontinuity W ork shop is being of f ered by the C ity of  R enton in 
partnership w ith the A m erican R ed C ross.  T he W ork shop w il l  tak e pl ace on M ay 2 0 th f rom  9  a.m . to 4  p.m . 
at R enton T echnical  C ol l ege. T he registration f ee is $ 2 5  and covers the catering f or the event ( l unch and 
snack s) .  P articipants w il l  identif y potential  risk s,  their business im pacts,  and w il l  determ ine critical  
operations and strategies necessary to m aintain essential  f unctions and resum e norm al  activities.  T he 
course inf orm ation and registration f orm  are avail abl e on the city’ s w ebsite at w w w .rentonw a.gov.  S earch 
f or “ B C W ” .  F or m ore detail ed inf orm ation,  contact the C ity of  R enton’ s O f f ice of  E m ergency M anagem ent at 
4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 0 2 7 . 

Submitted by Deborah Needham, Renton Fire and E merg enc y Serv ic es  Dep artment 

S tay i ng  i n B u si ness W hen D i saster S tri k es 
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
F or th e M onth  of  M a rch  2 0 0 8  

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY:                                                                                                                                                        LOS S                                                                                  
7 0 0  b l o c k  S  G r a d y  W a y  
7 : 0 1  a . m .  

A  s u s p e c t  w e a r i n g  a  m a s k  e n t e r e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s .   H e  p o i n t e d  a  g u n  a t  t h e  
e m p l o y e e  a n d  d e m a n d e d  c a s h .   T h e  e m p l o y e e  f l e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a n d  
w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  s u s p e c t .   T h e  m a n a g e r  y e l l e d  t o  t h e  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  c a s h  
r e g i s t e r  w a s  o p e n  a n d  f l e d  o u t  t h e  b a c k  d o o r .   F r o m  h i s  h i d i n g  p l a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  h e  o b s e r v e d  t h e  s u s p e c t  l e a v e .   T h e  r e c o r d i n g  f r o m  t h e  s e c u r i t y  c a m e r a  
s h o w s  t h e  s u s p e c t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o p e n  t h e  c a s h  r e g i s t e r  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s  b e f o r e  
l e a v i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s .     

n o n e  

COMMERCIAL BU RG LARY:                                                                                                                                                    LOS S                                                                                     

1 8 0 0  b l o c k  I n d e x  A v e  N E  O f f i c e r s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a  b u r g l a r y  a l a r m  a n d  f o u n d  f r e s h  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
d o o r  l o c k  a n d  a  b i c y c l e  a n d  b a c k p a c k  o u t s i d e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .   T h e  s u s p e c t  w a s  
l o c a t e d  i n s i d e  b y  a  p o l i c e  K 9  a n d  p l a c e d  u n d e r  a r r e s t .   B u r g l a r y  t o o l s  w e r e  f o u n d  
w h e r e  t h e  s u s p e c t  h a d  b e e n  h i d i n g .   T h e  s u s p e c t  w a s  s e a r c h e d ,  a n d  h a d  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e ,  m a r i j u a n a ,  d r u g  p a r a p h e r n a l i a ,  a n d  c u t  w i r e  e n d s  i n  h i s  
p o c k e t s .   T h e  b a c k p a c k ,  w h i c h  t h e  s u b j e c t  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  f o u n d ,  c o n t a i n e d  m o r e  
b u r g l a r y  t o o l s ,  p r o p e r t y  s t o l e n  f r o m  a  v e h i c l e ,  a n d  c o p p e r  w i r e  s t o l e n  f r o m  t e n  l i g h t  
p o l e s  o n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t y .   T h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  b o o k e d  f o r  B u r g l a r y ,  T h e f t ,  
M a l i c i o u s  M i s c h i e f ,  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  S t o l e n  P r o p e r t y ,  a n d  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  D r u g s .   
Crime Prevention Tip:  Install latch guards over exterior door lock s to increase the 
dif f iculty  involved in pry ing or damaging the lock  to gain entry .  

$ 5 0 0  

3 0 0  b l o c k  R a i n i e r  A v e  N  T h e  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  c a s h  r e g i s t e r  o n  t h e  
f l o o r  a n d  c a s h  m i s s i n g .   T h e  c r e d i t  c a r d  s c a n n e r  w a s  s t o l e n ,  a n d  t h e  s u s p e c t ( s )  
s e l e c t e d  a b o u t  s i x t y  m u s i c  C D ’ s  f r o m  a  p l a y e r  c o n t a i n i n g  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  C D ’ s .   
T h e r e  a r e  t w o  l o c k s  o n  t h e  d o o r ,  o n l y  o n e  o f  w h i c h  i s  r e g u l a r l y  u s e d .   T h e r e  w a s  
n o  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  l o c k  t h a t  i s  n o t  n o r m a l l y  u s e d .   S i n c e  t h e  s u s p e c t ( s )  o n l y  
d a m a g e d  t h e  l o c k  t h a t  i s  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  a n d  s e l e c t e d  o n l y  c e r t a i n  C D ’ s  f r o m  t h e  
p l a y e r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h e  s u s p e c t ( s )  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s .   Crime 
Prevention Tip:  D o not leave cash in the cash register during non-b usiness hours.   
Conduct b ack ground and ref erence check s on j ob  applicants.   W hen an employ ee 
leaves on unf avorab le terms,  have lock s replaced or re-k ey ed.    

$ 8 9 8  

1 7 6 0 0  b l o c k  1 0 8 t h  A v e  S E  O f f i c e r s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a n  a l a r m  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  g l a s s  d o o r  h a d  b e e n  
s h a t t e r e d  w i t h  a  r o c k .   T h e  c a s h  r e g i s t e r  d r a w e r  w a s  e m p t y  a n d  o n  t h e  f l o o r  
b e h i n d  t h e  c o u n t e r .   O f f i c e r s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  l i c e n s e  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .   T h e  a l a r m  c o m p a n y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  c u r r e n t  
c o n t a c t   i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  o w n e r  o r  m a n a g e r .   O f f i c e r s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  w a i t e d  f i v e  h o u r s  u n t i l  a n  e m p l o y e e  a r r i v e d .   T h e  e m p l o y e e  a d v i s e d  
t h a t  c a s h  a n d  c i g a r e t t e s  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s .   S e c u r i t y  v i d e o  a n d  f o l l o w  
u p  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o d u c e d  a  p o s s i b l e  s u s p e c t .   T h e  c a s e  w a s  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  
p r o s e c u t o r  f o r  c h a r g e s .   Crime Prevention Tip:  O nly  the minimum amount of  cash 
necessary  should b e lef t inside a b usiness af ter hours,  and should b e secured in a 
lock ed saf e that is b olted dow n.   B usiness ow ners should complete a B usiness 
E mergency  Contact Inf ormation f orm so police/ f ire personnel k now  w ho to contact 
in the event of  an emergency .   A n application of  S ecurity  F ilm can increase the 
strength of  w indow / door glass b y  up to three hundred percent,  greatly  increasing 
the amount of  time and ef f ort a criminal must exert to gain illegal entry  to the 
b usiness.   L astly ,  the R enton Police D epartment of f ers F R E E  security  survey s to 
b usinesses.   A  crime prevention specialist w ill mak e recommendations specif ic to 
y our b usiness to help prevent crime.   Call 4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  to schedule one!  

$ 3 , 8 9 4  

5 0 0  b l o c k  M o n s t e r  R d  S  A n  e m p l o y e e  r e p o r t e d  a  c o m p u t e r  p r i n t e r  a n d  l a p t o p  d o c k i n g  s t a t i o n  w e r e  s t o l e n  
f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d .   E n t r y  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s  g a i n e d  v i a  a n  
u n l o c k e d  d o o r .   T h e r e  i s  n o  s u s p e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  
p r o v i d e  t h e  s e r i a l  n u m b e r s  f o r  t h e  s t o l e n  p r o p e r t y .   Crime Prevention Tip:  
U nattended areas should b e k ept lock ed w hen not in use.   K eep a detailed,  up-to-
date list of  the mak e,  model and serial numb ers of  all b usiness assets and store it 
of f -site.  

$ 1 , 7 0 0  



 

Nearly 2 million crashes occur each year in intersections, according to the Insurance Institute for 
H ighw ay S afety.   In 20 0 5  alone, driv ers running red lights resulted in 8 0 0  fatalities and ov er 
1 6 5 ,0 0 0  inj uries.   S p eeding and running red lights j eop ardiz e p ub lic safety on a daily b asis.   
T o counteract these dangers, the C ity of R enton has installed p hoto enforcement cameras at k ey 
intersections w here red light running is a freq uent occurrence.   A  3 0 -day w arning p eriod w ill b egin 
on M ay 1 , 20 0 8 .   M otorists w ho run red lights during this p eriod w ill b e mailed a w arning notice.   
F ollow ing the w arning p eriod, the registered ow ner of a v ehicle that 
runs a red light w ill receiv e a $ 1 24  infraction.   E ach intersection w ill 
b e clearly mark ed w ith signs adv ising driv ers that p hoto enforcement 
is in effect.       
P hoto enforcement cameras that monitor sp eed w ill b e installed in 
the near future in school z ones near R enton H igh S chool, M cK night 
M iddle S chool, and T alb ot H ill E lementary, to increase p edestrian 
safety.   
F or more information on the P hoto E nforcement P rogram, p lease 
see the C ity’ s w eb  p age at          
w w w . rentonw a. gov / gov ernment/ default. asp x ? id= 1 6 20 0 .    
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
F or th e M onth  of  M a rch  2 0 0 8  ( Continued )  

10700 block SE Carr Rd A rri v i n g  of f i ce rs  f ou n d a s h at t e re d g las s  door.   A  K 9  s e arch  of  t h e  bu s i n e s s  di d 
n ot  locat e  an y  s u s p e ct s .   A  t e le v i s i on  on  t h e  s h e lf  clos e s t  t o t h e  door w as  t h e  
on ly  i t e m  s t ole n  f rom  t h e  bu s i n e s s .   Crime Prevention Tip:  Items of value 
sh ould  b e stored  aw ay  from d oors and  w ind ow s,  to red uc e th e lik elih ood  of 
rapid  smash -and -g rab  b urg laries.  

$ 1, 3 00 

1100 block Su n s e t  B lv d 
N E 

Cas h ,  li g h t e rs ,  an d t h i rt y -f i v e  cart on s  of  ci g are t t e s  w e re  s t ole n  f rom  t h e  
bu s i n e s s .   En t ry  w as  g ai n e d by  p ry i n g  t h e  dou ble  g las s  doors  at  t h e  lock,  
dam ag i n g  t h e  door f ram e  bu t  n ot  t h e  g las s .   Crime Prevention Tip:  M any  g lass 
b usiness d oors are fitted  w ith  c y lind er loc k s;  th ese sh ould  b e supplemented  
w ith  d ead b olt loc k s.   A ll ex terior d oor loc k s sh ould  b e fitted  w ith  latc h  g uard s to 
red uc e th e lik elih ood  of pry ing  or d amag ing  th e loc k .  

$ 1, 72 0 

6 00 block SW  12 t h  St  O f f i ce rs  re s p on de d t o an  alarm  an d f ou n d a g at e  t o an  e x t e ri or s t orag e  y ard 
op e n .   T ools  w e re  s t acke d on  t h e  g rou n d i n s i de  t h e  f e n ce d y ard,  an d a K 9  
t rack locat e d addi t i on al t ools  i n  a w oode d are a adj ace n t  t o t h e  bu s i n e s s .   T ool 
box e s  on  s e v e ral bu s i n e s s  v e h i cle s  h ad be e n  broke n  i n t o,  an d t h e  s u s p e ct ( s )  
broke  i n t o t h e  bu i ldi n g  by  cu t t i n g  a p adlock.   T h e  t ools  locat e d n e arby  w e re  
re t u rn e d t o t h e  bu s i n e s s ,  an d i t  i s  u n kn ow n  i f  addi t i on al i t e m s  w e re  s t ole n .   
Crime Prevention Tip:  W h enever possib le,  tools and  eq uipment sh ould  b e 
stored  insid e a sec ured  b uild ing .   Th is may  inc lud e removing  items from 
b usiness veh ic les at nig h t and  d uring  w eek end s.  

u n kn ow n  

100 block P ark A v e  N  B u s i n e s s  ow n e r re p ort s  h e  arri v e d at  h i s  bu s i n e s s  an d f ou n d t h e  re ar door 
locks  broke n  of f .   T h e  lock on  an  i n t e ri or door t h at  s e cu re s  m e di cat i on  w as  als o 
dam ag e d,  bu t  t h e  s u s p e ct / s  w as  n ot  able  t o g e t  t h rou g h  t h i s  door.   Cas h  an d a 
ch e ck w e re  s t ole n  f rom  t h e  bu s i n e s s .   Crime Prevention Tip:  R etain only  th e 
smallest possib le amount of c ash  on site d uring  non-b usiness h ours.   S tore 
c ash  in a sec ured  loc ation.    

$ 5 15  

Auto Thefts:  There were 36 cars reported stolen in Renton during the month of March 2008. 
Auto Recoveries:  Twenty vehicles that were stolen outside the City were recovered in Renton during March 2008. 



Terri Vickers / Crime Prevention Unit 
1 0 5 5  S  G ra d y  W a y  
R enton,  W A   9 8 0 5 7  
Ph one:   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  
F a x :   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 0 5   
E-ma il  th e Ed itor a t:   tvickers@ ci. renton. w a . u s 

RENTON POLICE  DEPART M ENT 

for too long, because I couldn’t resist asking, 
“ H ow  m uch  of th e p roceeds go to th ese ‘ local’ D .
A .R .E . p rogram s? ”   A fter a brief p ause h e said, 
“ I’m  not really  sure.”     
I didn’t p urch ase any  p roducts to 
“ s u p p o r t  l o c a l  D . A . R . E . 
p rogram s.”     
I w as dressed in business attire, 
and w ondered w h at answ ers th e salesm an w ould 
giv e a uniform ed officer w h o asked th e sam e 
q uestions, so I asked th e district officer to stop  by  
th e store if h e h ad tim e.  H e did, and asked som e 
q uestions of h is ow n, including w h eth er th e seller 
h ad a p eddler’s license as req uired to do 
business in R enton.  ( H e did not.)   W h en th e 
uniform ed officer asked w h at p ercentage of th e 
p roceeds actually  w ent to “ local D .A .R .E . 
p rogram s,”  h e ev entually  got a m ore sp ecific 
answ er th an I did:  F iv e p ercent.  
I f  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  s u p p o r t  a  g o o d  c a u s e ,  d o  i t  
w i s e l y .   C h eck out th e ch arity  before y ou donate 
by  going to th e B etter B usiness B ureau’s W ise 
G iv ing A lliance at w w w .giv e.org.  A sk q uestions 
until y ou get satisfactory  answ ers.  C onsider 
m ax im iz ing y our donation by  giv ing directly  to th e 
ch arity , instead of p urch asing p roducts th at 
“ sup p ort”  it. 

Do You “D.A.R.E.” ? 
D uring a recent v isit to a 
R enton retailer, I noticed a 
table set up  outside th e 
business disp lay ing p roducts 
for sale.  T h ere w as a large 
banner across th e table w ith  
th e “ D .A .R .E .—D rug A buse 
R esistance E ducation”  logo 

across th e front.  T h e salesp erson asked if I 
w anted to sup p ort m y  “ local p olice dep artm ent”  by  
p urch asing item s th at w ould “ sp onsor D .A .R .E . 
p rogram s in th e area.”    
I’m  fam iliar w ith  D .A .R .E . p rogram s, and th ink th ey  
are an asset to m any  com m unities.  L ike m any  
p eop le, I sup p ort causes th at reflect m y  v alues.  
B ut since I w ork for th e R enton P olice D ep artm ent, 
I’m  aw are th at R enton no longer h as a D .A .R .E . 
p rogram —and h asn’t for som e y ears, based on th e 
needs of th e R enton S ch ool D istrict.  In fact, I’m  not 
aw are of A N Y  local sch ool districts th at still h av e D .
A .R .E . p rogram s.  
S o I asked th e salesp erson, ex actly  w h ere are 
th ese local D .A .R .E . p rogram s?   H is resp onse w as, 
“ Y ou know , local! ”  and included a h and gesture th at 
seem ed to indicate th e im m ediate area.  H m m m .  
A p p arently  I’v e been in th e field of law  enforcem ent 


